Urban Forestry Educational Program

Full Mitigation Best Practice Story
State-wide, Michigan

The State of Michigan - On July 2, 1997, a series of tornadoes and straight-line winds
resulted in several deaths and millions of dollars damage in southeast Michigan.
Communities were faced with downed power lines, blocked streets, downed and damaged
trees, and mountains of tree debris. Many of the problems were associated with the
infrastructure and building damage impacted by large older trees. The clean up took
months.

The funding by the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program allowed the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Forest
Management Division, the United States Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, and the Michigan Department of State
Police, Emergency Management Division to present four seminars to provide information to municipalities on choosing the type
of tree to plant, what locations are best for planting, and how to maintain them to increase tree health, decrease hazard trees,
and decrease susceptibility to storm damage.

The audience consisted of community decision makers and managers, urban foresters and others responsible for tree planting
and maintenance, county emergency managers, and the Michigan Department of State Police, Emergency Management
Division's district coordinators. By grouping different people together from each community to discuss urban forestry helped
promote a more successful program.

Afterwards, due to strong positive feedback from attendees, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources decided to
continue the educational seminars throughout the State. This continued education is the key to reduction of damages and
clean-up costs in Michigan.

Activity/Project Location

Geographical Area: State-wide
FEMA Region: Region V

State: Michigan

Key Activity/Project Information

Sector: Public
Hazard Type: Tornado
Activity/Project Type: Education/Outreach/Public Awareness
Activity/Project Start Date: 06/1998
Activity/Project End Date: 06/1999
Funding Source: Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP); State sources
Funding Recipient: State Government

Funding Recipient Name: MI Department of Natural Resouces
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Activity/Project Economic Analysis

Cost:  $20,000.00 (Actual)

Activity/Project Disaster Information

Mitigation Resulted From Federal
Disaster? Yes

Federal Disaster #: 1181, 07/11/1997
Value Tested By Disaster? No

Repetitive Loss Property? Unknown

Reference URLs

Reference URL 1: http://www.michigan.gov

Reference URL 2: http://www.tornadoproject.com

Main Points

¢ Presented four seminars to provide information to municipalities on choosing the type of tree to plant, what locations are
best for planting, and how to maintain them to increase tree health, decrease hazard trees, and decrease susceptibility to
storm damage.

¢ The audience consisted of community decision makers and managers, urban foresters and others responsible for tree
planting and maintenance, county emergency managers, and the Michigan Department of State Police, Emergency
Management Division's district coordinators.

e Afterwards, due to strong positive feedback from attendees, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources decided to
continue the educational seminars throughout the State.
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