New Jersey Coastal Areas

NJ’s Coastal Areas Facility Resources Act (CAFRA)

This state law authorizes the NJDEP to regulate and approve the location, design and construction of major facilities in certain coastal areas. Regulated development includes marine terminals, and public projects (such as new roads, wastewater treatment systems, parking lots and landfills). Amendments to CAFRA expanded jurisdiction to include all development on beaches and dunes, as well as first uses adjacent to and landward of beaches, dunes and tidal areas.

Coastal areas regulated under CAFRA are from mean high water (MHW) inland to an irregular line drawn along public roads, railroads and other features. The inland boundary is shown in a generalized map that can be accessed through the Plan Development Toolkit. At  www.state.nj.us/dep/legal/coastal_rule/maps/cafplngmap.pdf, there is an oversized, detailed map, and at www.state.nj.us/dep/gis/imapnj/imapnj.htm, NJDEP’s iMapNJ, has an interactive map in which you can get CAFRA boundary superimposed on air photos showing great detail and other features.

Coastal Barrier Resources System (CBRS) Areas 

The Coastal Barrier Resources Act restricts federal expenditures and financial assistance (including federal flood insurance) that encourage development in a defined set of undeveloped coastal areas, known as CBRS areas as well as Otherwise Protected Areas (OPAs). In New Jersey, there are a total of 31 CBRS communities in 7 counties.

Coastal Zone Management Act Areas  

Areas in New Jersey protected under the Coastal Zone Management Act include: 

· CAFRA areas (described above)

· State tidal waters from MHW to the 3-mile limit, 

· Hackensack Meadowlands District (shown in map at NJ Database page, under miscellaneous, then HMD) 

· any tidal wetlands, and

· MHW line landward to first public road if between 100 and 500 ft of MHW. 

A map of NJ Coastal Zone at www.state.nj.us/dep/cmp/czm_zone.html gives generalized indications of the first 3 bullets.

